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WELCOME

With 16 subjects now surpassing Northern 
Ireland averages for A*-C at 'A' Level, this is a 
school which has a clear resolve.  No matter 
what their background, needs, interests or  
academic potential, every single student will 
be taught in a manner which will expedite 
opportunities for the greatest possible social 
mobility – including access to all Higher 
Education pathways at age 18.

This is achieved within an atmosphere which 
we describe as warm and strict. We care for, 
support and guide our pupils, and endeavour 
to build their resilience at every opportunity. 
We believe in the good, old-fashioned 
principles of manners, honesty and hard work. 
We view ourselves here as a big family - 
caring for, and looking out for each other. 
Equally, we adopt a clear zero-tolerance 
approach to behaviour which falls short of the 
high standards we promote. 

We welcome you to visit us on our Open 
Evening on Thursday 23rd January 2020 at 
6:30pm.

J. A. Maxwell
Principal

A very warm welcome to Carrickfergus 
Grammar  School, a thriving, exciting, 
ambitious, happy and thoroughly 
aspirational selective school which is 
currently ranked as one of the top 2 
Controlled Grammar Schools in Northern 
Ireland for GCSE results.

Our main aim is to offer our children a world-
class education, reinforced by the most robust 
research-based evidence into high-quality 
learning and teaching. 

The Carrickfergus Grammar ‘brand’ of learning 
and teaching is a brand which we firmly believe 
will ensure our pupils are exposed to high 
aspiration, high expectation and huge 
opportunities in order to surpass potential. No 
labels, no limits, is the mantra of this school.
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STAFF LIST

Principal         
Vice-principal 
Senior Teachers 

Mr J A Maxwell BA PGCE MSc PQH 
Miss F McKinley MEd BA PGCE PQH        
Mrs L Kane BA DASE PGCE
Mr P McKittrick MSc BSc PGCE PQH      
Mr K Marshall MEd BSc DipEd PQH

Teachers Mr P Baxter BSc BAgr PGCE Mr S Martin BEd
Mrs J Beattie BA PGCE  Mr N Massey MSc BSc PGCE
Mrs L Best BTh MTh PGCE  Miss S Mawhinney BSc PGCE
Mrs J S Botha BA PGCE  Miss P Maxwell MSc BSc PGCE
Mrs E Bowen BSc PGCE PQH Med Ms H McCaughan BA PGCE
Mr A Brown MBA BA PGCE  Mrs B McKeeman BSc PGCE
Mrs S Buchanan MSc BA PGCE Mrs B McMaw MEd BA PGCE
Ms B Claver MA PGCE  Mr R McMorris BSc PGCE
Mr E Craig MA Bmus Dip ChD FNCM PGCE  Mr L Morrow MSc BSSc PGCE

Mrs S Murray MA PGCE
Miss S Patterson MEng PGCE
Mrs C Reid MA BEd
Mr W J Reid BSc PGCE
Mr A Ross MSc BSc PGCE
Mrs V Ross BA PGCE
Mrs S Simms BSc PGCE
Miss E Stewart BA PGCE
Mrs R Taylor MSc BA PGCE
Mrs A Turner BSc PGCE
Mr P Warke MSc PGCE
Mrs K Withers MEd Bmus PGCE
Miss N Wylie MA BA PGCE

Mr M Crawford MEd BSc PGCE 
Mr K Crooks MEd BSc PGCE Adv Cert 
Mr R Currie BSc PGCE  
Miss N Doran BSc PGCE 
Miss K Edge BSc PGCE  
Miss S Elliott BA PGCE  
Mr R Gorman MEd BA PGCE  
Mrs J Hamilton BA PGCE 
Mr K Hamilton BA PGCE 
Mr M Irwin BEd  
Mr P Irwin BSc PGCE  
Mr N Kennedy BSc PGCE 
Miss W Lemon MEd Bed 
Mr A Macdonald BA PGCE
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Language Assistants French: Mlle Clotilde Daumas
Spanish: Miss Teresa Montero Crespo

Administrative Senior Executive Officer:  Mrs S Foulis HNC
Executive Officer:  Mrs T Livings HNC
Senior Clerical Officer Careers:  Mrs M Barry
Senior Clerical Officer:   Mrs H Kirk HND
Clerical Officer:  Mrs C Campbell
Pupil Welfare Officer:   Mrs S McMaster
Grainger Centre Supervisor:   Mrs J Taylor JEB Dip Ed

Technical Senior Technician:  Mrs R McCullough
Technology:  Mr A Wilson
Information Technology:  Mr M Blair BA BSc
Home Economics:  Mrs E Brownlee

Support Staff Classroom Assistant:  Mrs S J McCullough
Classroom Assistant:  Mrs A McCahon
Classroom Assistant:  Mrs T Porter
Classroom Assistant:  Mrs A Sproule
Classroom Assistant:  Mrs S Shannon
Classroom Assistant:  Miss E O'Lynn

Building Supervision Building Supervisor:  Mr M Murphy
Building Supervisor:  Assistant Mr D Vine

The Chair of Governors is Mr M Smith BSc MBA CEng MIET 



A WORLD-CLASS EDUCATION
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We believe in offering our students a world-class education.  We look 
nationally and internationally to identify and understand what the highest 
quality learning and teaching looks like. We base our developments on 
world-renowned research. We send our staff overseas to see for themselves 
what outstanding practice looks like, and to explore how it can be 
translated into the classroom in Carrickfergus Grammar School. 

• In September 2019 and January 2020, 8 members of staff travelled to London in
order to visit another leading school and to develop further their expertise;

• In October 2019, 17 members of staff from Carrickfergus Grammar School
travelled to the first ever ResearchEd Conference on learning and teaching on
the island of Ireland - the largest number of staff from any school in Northern
Ireland;

• In March 2020, world-renowned educationalist Tom Sherrington, author of
'The Learning Rainforest', will visit Carrickfergus Grammar School to deliver
staff training;

• In November 2019, the next in the award-winning series of educational books
entitled 'Making Every Lesson Count' was published by Crown House
Publishers.  The book was written by Carrickfergus Grammar School Principal,
James A. Maxwell.

As a result of our research-based approach, Carrickfergus Grammar School has 
become:

• the first Grammar School in Northern Ireland to go into partnership with the
UK's acclaimed Teacher Development Trust.



STANDARDS and OUTCOMES
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In 2019, Carrickfergus Grammar School was named 
as the second top selective Controlled School in 
Northern Ireland for GCSE results. Most recent 
achievements include the following:

• in 2019, 13 subjects at 'A' Level attained 100% pass
rates at A*-C;

• in 2019, 16 subjects sat above Northern Ireland
averages at 'A' Level;

• an incredible 89.5% of girls in 2019 attained 3 or
more 'A' Level passes at A*-C;

• over 70% of grades awarded at 'A' Level in 2019 were
A*-B;

• 11 students managed the feat of 33 A*-A grades
between them at 'A' Level in 2019;

• in 2019, 8 students achieved straight A*-A grades in
their GCSE profile;

• a further 11 students attained all A*-A grades and 1
B-C grade at GCSE in 2019.

A full outline of the school's 'A' Level and GCSE 
performance can be found in the Annual Report to 
Parents by the Board of Governors, available from the 
front page of the school website. 



LEARNING and TEACHING
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Carrickfergus Grammar School has identified six key 
principles which shape and embody its pursuit of 
consistency in learning and teaching in the classroom. 
These six principles are:

• stretch and challenge for ALL pupils;
• effective questioning and oracy;
• effective modelling;
• scaffolding;
• independent practice;
• robust assessment and feedback.
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In its new School Development Plan for 2020-2023, 
Carrickfergus Grammar School will identify the 
following as priorities for learning and teaching:

• ensuring that all students have opportunities to learn
powerful knowledge. We believe that powerful
knowledge changes lives;

• prioritising the highest-quality, evidence-based study
techniques. In Carrickfergus Grammar School, we
believe that primarily to be 'retrieval practice', notably
strategies which aim to ensure that knowledge embeds
in long-term memory;

• developing approaches to 'explicit instruction', with
teachers imparting their knowledge and expertise from
the front of the classroom, in a direct manner and in
well-disciplined classrooms.

"The standards 
attained by the 

students in English 
are very good".

ETI Inspection 
October 2016

Key features of learning and teaching at Carrickfergus 
Grammar School include:

• beginning a lesson with a short review of previous
learning;

• presenting new material in small steps with student
practice after each step;

• asking a large number of questions and checking the
responses of all students;

• providing models;
• guiding student practice;
• checking for student understanding;
• providing scaffolds for difficult tasks;
• monitoring independent practice;
• engaging students in weekly and monthly review.

"The pupils attain 
very good standards 

in Mathematics".

ETI Inspection 
October 2016



Knowledge-Rich
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At Carrickfergus Grammar School we aim to give 
our students the edge. We believe this is best 
achieved by ensuring that powerful knowledge 
embeds in long-term memory. This in turn 
allows for the development of skills. We believe 
that the teaching of powerful knowledge is so 
important because:
• new GCSE exams are much more theory-driven,
• research indicates that it is very important for

children to have essential knowledge, such as
times tables, in long-term memory. When this
happens, knowledge retrieval becomes automatic,
allowing children to think deeply in the
classroom and to develop domain-specific skills;

• we believe that powerful knowledge changes lives
and will give our pupils the edge when they apply
for jobs in the future.

Many subjects in school will use Knowledge 
Organisers. Knowledge Organsiers contain all of 
the knowledge we expect our students to have 
embedded in long-term memory by the end of the 
year. It is like an educational 'road map' for 
students. 



ASSESSMENT
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Assessment and reporting are key elements in measuring pupil 
progress and planning for improvement. Carrickfergus Grammar 
School fuses formative, summative and standardised assessments in 
order to ensure that feedback from assessment is tailored to the 
individual needs of students., with the aim of identifying targets  for 
progress which will allow them to meet and exceed potential.

Students’ work is marked regularly and within a reasonable amount of 
time. Attention is given by all teachers to literacy and numeracy 
according to the whole school Literacy and Numeracy policies. 
Assessments are therefore a regular and extensive feature of all academic 
subjects, but a number of ‘Core Assessments’ are formally tracked for 
each student in each subject in each academic year.

Current arrangements for assessment and reporting include the following:
• parent consultations providing opportunities for parents to speak to
teachers regarding their child’s progress;
• the use of diagnostic data and examination board data to benchmark
student performance and negotiate targets for improvement;
• regression analysis at Key Stage 3;
• use of homework as a learning tool, properly marked with suggestions
for improvement, following the School and Department Homework
Policies;
• moderation of student work within subject departments;
• external moderation for public examinations at GCSE and A Level;
• utilisation and reporting of DE Benchmarking data for comparison of
school and NI performance in external examinations and identification of
areas for improvement;
• publication to the wider community of school and pupil achievement;



CURRICULUM 
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The Curriculum at this school 
meets the requirements of the 
Education (Northern Ireland) 
Order 2006. Click on the 
subjects to learn more.

KEY STAGE 3
• English
• Mathematics
• Religious Studies
• PE / Games
• Biology
• Chemistry
• Physics
• History
• Geography
• French
• Spanish
• Home Economics
• Art and Design
• Technology
• Music
• ICT
• Drama (Year 10)
• Learning for Life and Work

KEY STAGE 4 / GCSE

• English
• English Literature
• Mathematics
• Further Mathematics
• Religious Studies
• PE / Games
• PE (GCSE)
• Art and Design
• Biology
• Chemistry
• Physics
• Business Studies
• Digital Technology
• Drama
• History
• Geography
• French
• Spanish
• Home Economics (Food and Nutrition)
• Home Economics (Child Development)
• Health and Social Care
• Music
• Technology
• Learning for Life and Work (LLW)
• Careers
• Occupational Studies: Engineering

KEY STAGE 5 / 'A' Level

• English Literature
• Mathematics
• Further Mathematics
• Religious Studies
• PE ('A' Level)
• Accounting
• Biology
• Chemistry
• Physics
• Art and Design
• Business Studies
• History
• Government and Politics
• Geography
• Travel and Tourism *
• French
• Spanish
• Food and Nutrition
• Health and Social Care
• Music
• Photography
• Media Studies *
• Moving Image Arts *
• Technology
• Digital Technology
• Applied ICT *
• LLW
• Games
• Sports Studies *

* on offer through
Carrickfergus 
Learning Community 
(CLC)

https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/art-design
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/biology
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/chemistry
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/english
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/english
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/english
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/english
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/french
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/geography
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/geography
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/accounting
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/art-design
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/art-design
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/biology
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/biology
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/business-studies
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/business-studies
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/chemistry
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/chemistry
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/drama
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/french
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/french
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/geography
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/geography
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/government-politics
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/health-social-care
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/health-social-care
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/history
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/history
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/history
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/home-economics
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/home-economics
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/home-economics
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/information-technology
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/information-technology
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/information-technology
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/life-work
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/life-work
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/life-work
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/careers
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/maths
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/maths
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/maths
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/music
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/music
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/music
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/photography
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/physical-education
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/physical-education
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/physics
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/physics
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/physics
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/physical-education
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/religious-education
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/religious-education
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/religious-education
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/spanish
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/spanish
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/spanish
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/technology-design
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/technology-design
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/technology-design
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/drama
https://1aee071e-8bb2-480f-b20b-d850629837e9.filesusr.com/ugd/024943_819fa9aec6f94b2b87d07e3caec8d085.pdf
https://1aee071e-8bb2-480f-b20b-d850629837e9.filesusr.com/ugd/024943_819fa9aec6f94b2b87d07e3caec8d085.pdf
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/clc
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/clc
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/clc
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/clc
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/clc
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PASTORAL CARE
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Pupil

Support
Staff

School
Counsellor &
External
Agencies

Head of
Dept.

Heads
of Year

Form
Teacher

Subject
Teacher

Principal
Vice-Principal

Senior
Teachers

Careers
Teacher

The high quality of Carrickfergus Grammar's  
pastoral care provision has been recognised as 
a strength by the Education and Training 
Inspectorate (ETI) and the school places great 
emphasis on the provision of appropriate 
pastoral care for all pupils. We foster a warm 
and happy school environment, and the size of 
the school allows for a real family ethos. 

Mrs Kane is the Senior Teacher in charge of 
Pastoral Care at the school, ably assisted by 7 
Heads of Year and 28 Form Teachers. 

The Designated Teacher for Child Protection is Mrs Kane, whilst the Deputy 
Designated Teachers is Mr Gorman. The Principal, Mr Maxwell, is also a 
member of the safeguarding team alongside the Designated Governor for 
Child Protection, Mr Montgomery.

James
Cross-Out

https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/who-to-contact
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/who-to-contact
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"The provision for 
care and support of 
the students is very 

good".

ETI Inspection 
October 2016

Our robust attendance rate of over 95% means that we are well above 
the average for Northern Irish schools.  

A pastoral system has been designed to build up the students’ 
confidence, enabling them to thrive academically, to understand 
themselves as individuals and to develop sound relationships with other 
students and staff at the school. The pastoral care system places great 
emphasis on the moral and social welfare and development of each of 
our students, as well as their intellectual, physical and cultural needs. 

Our staff work collaboratively to meet the needs and aspirations of each 
student. The pastoral care team provides informed and sensitive 
guidance to support students in their personal development and in 
times of personal, family or social difficulty. Some students may at 
certain times benefit from the opportunity to work through any 
difficulties with a trained counsellor and this service is available 
through school.  

"There is a clear
and inclusive 

ethos...pupils are 
supported well and 
sensitively by the         

teachers".



BEHAVIOURAL STANDARDS
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Carrickfergus Grammar School insists upon very 
high standards of behaviour. We believe that:

• children thrive on routines and boundaries;
• children are ultimately happier when school is a

well-disciplined environment;
• behaviour becomes unacceptable at the very

moment a teacher has to stop teaching to speak
with a child.

At this school we believe that if you look after the 
pennies, the pounds will look after themselves. If our 
students get the 'small' things right such as wearing 
uniform to a very high standard, not slouching in seats in 
class and listening attentively to the teacher at all times, 
the 'bigger' things will fall into place, not least a high 
standard of education, robust learning and good grades. 

We encourage our students to ASPIRE in line with the 
graphic opposite. 

At the start of Year 8, parents are asked to sign a contract 
indicating their support for the school's behaviour 
management system. We fully appreciate the support of 
parents in ensuring that the school environment is well-
disciplined. 
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Carrickfergus Grammar School has introduced a Merit System aimed 
at fostering and encouraging outstanding values in all aspects of 
school life, and acknowledging the many positive behaviours staff 
witness from students on a daily basis. Students can accrue 
‘achievement’ points which are then recognised and celebrated at 
Special Assemblies or other functions such as special breakfasts. The 
students, form classes and year groups with the most points may 
receive special privileges or rewards. Students can attain 
achievement points, amongst other things, for:

• acting in an exceptionally responsible manner
• demonstrating stoicism
• exceptional display of gratitude
• exceptional display of good manners
• exceptional display of leadership
• exceptional classwork
• exceptional homework
• exceptional contribution to school life
• exceptional helpfulness
• improved effort / attitude
• exceptional examination performance
• exceptional fundraising and charity work
• exceptional contribution to extra-curricular activity
• full attendance over one month
• no behaviour points in a month

MERIT POINTS 
15  Letter home 
25  Certificate from Head of Year 
35  Certificate from Mrs Kane 
50  Vice-Principal’s Award and achievers’ breakfast
75  Principal’s Award and achievers’ prize 
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR

• Army Cadet Force
• Athletics
• Badminton
• Basketball
• Book Club
• Breakfast Club
• Bridge
• Chess
• Choir
• Cookery
• Cricket
• Debating
• Drama
• Duke of Edinburgh
• Equestrian
• Football
• Gaming
• Golf
• Gym
• Habitat for Humanity
• Hockey

• ICT
• Instrumental Ensembles
• Mandarin
• Minecraft
• Modern Languages
• Netball
• Orchestra
• Orienteering
• Photography
• Reading
• Rugby
• Running
• Science
• Show Jumping
• Scripture Union
• STEM
• Strings
• Table Tennis
• Tennis
• Volleyball
• Young Enterprise

https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/clubs-societies
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/army-cadet
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/scripture-union
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/doe
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SCHOOL TRIPS

Educational trips take place throughout 
the school year. In recent years these 
have included amongst others: 

• a Year 8 trip to the Breckenhill 
Outdoor Activity Centre;

• a ski trip to Andorra;
• choir trips to Vienna and Limerick. In 

2019, the Carrickfergus Grammar 
School choir was a finalist in the 
Northern Ireland School Choir of the 
Year competition;

• a rugby tour to Portugal;
• a hockey tour to Holland. In 2019, the 

Carrickfergus Grammar School first X1 
squad was a finalist in the Ulster 
Hockey Super League;

• a Politics trip to London;
• a Technology trip to London;
• Spanish exchange trips;
• a Paris trip;
• Geography field trips;
• English Theatre trips;
• Scripture Union residentials at 

Castlewellan.
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UNIFORM

Full details on school uniform policy can be found by clicking 
on the table above or on the school website at 

www.carrickfergusgrammar.com 

https://1aee071e-8bb2-480f-b20b-d850629837e9.filesusr.com/ugd/024943_d08bbc3050f441cba02f7c43a76902c5.pdf
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Skirts are to be worn either fully covering the knee cap or partially covering the 
knee cap. As such, parents are advised to purchase a skirt at the start of the year 
which covers the knee cap entirely to allow for growth. Girls are not permitted 
to roll skirts up.  

All Hair must be kept neat and tidy. We wish students to take pride in their 
appearance when they wear the school uniform. Unnatural colours and 
prominent stylings (e.g. blocked dying, stripes, buzzed/razor cuts etc) are not 
acceptable. We do not permit hair colouring, tints, dyes, highlights or extreme 
shapes and styles where one part of the head looks very different from another 
part. There is no discrimination between genders on hair length although 
neither boys nor girls may have any section of hair cut shorter than grade 
number 2. This also means no skin fade and no hair shaven to the scalp. Lines 
shaved into the head or eyebrows are not acceptable. In practical lessons hair 
must be tied back when requested by a member of staff.  

Make-up: Discreet foundation only- no coloured nail-varnish/gel nails or 
eyelash extensions are permitted. No fake tan is permitted. 

Jewellery: No earrings are permitted, even if concealed by hair or sticking-
plasters.  No other facial or visible body-piercings, including transparent 
retainers, are permitted, even when covered by a sticking-plaster. No wrist 
jewellery may be worn. One, flat-surfaced ring may be worn. Rubber wrist 
bands are not permitted.  
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ADMISSIONS

Parents/Guardians should note that they may be required to produce documents 
verifying information pertinent to the School’s Admissions Criteria.

The Board of Governors has determined that all children resident in Northern Ireland at 
the time of their proposed admission to the School will be selected for admission before 
any child not so resident. If the number of applications is greater than the Admissions 
Number, the following criteria shall be applied progressively in the order set out below.

1. Children who have taken the AQE Common Entrance Assessment and been awarded a
score by AQE, or awarded a score by the Admissions sub-Committee in accordance with
the arrangements for Special Circumstances or Special Provisions as set out below, will be
considered before other children. If the number of applications is greater than the
number of places available, children will be placed in strict rank order of AQE CEA
scores, highest to lowest.

2. Places up to the School’s Admission Number of 116 will be allocated to children on the
basis of the rank order of their respective scores in the AQE CEA, those achieving higher
scores being allocated places before those who have achieved a lower score. If the point is
reached whereby more children are tied on equal AQE CEA score than there are places
remaining, then these children will be allocated places up to the School’s Admissions
Number of 116 by application of the criteria listed in paragraph 4 below.

3. If there are places which remain to be allocated after consideration of all the children
who have taken the AQE CEA and been awarded a score by AQE, or awarded a score in
accordance with the arrangements for Special Circumstances or Special Provisions, then
the Board of Governors will consider for admission any children who have not taken the
AQE CEA. These children will be allocated places up to the School’s Admissions Number
of 116 by the application, if required, of the School’s admissions
criteria as set out in Paragraph 4 overleaf.
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4. If as specified above the number of applications exceeds the number of available
places, children will be allocated a place by applying the following criteria
progressively in the order set down below. If the Admissions Number is exceeded
by the application of a particular criterion, then the remaining criteria will be used
in turn as necessary to reduce the number of children still being considered for
places until the correct Admissions Number is reached:

i. Children who, at the date of their application, have another child of the family
currently enrolled at the school;

ii. Children of whom another child of the family (e.g. a sibling or twin) qualified
under Criteria 1-4 above for admission into Carrickfergus Grammar School in the
current admissions year;

iii. Children who are the eldest child or only child of the family to be eligible to be
accepted for enrolment in the School in September 2020;

iv. Children attending one of the School’s contributory Primary Schools as listed
below;

v. Children ranked by date of birth as entered on the Birth Certificate or Adopted
Children’s Register, with the eldest being admitted first;

vi. In the unlikely event, in the application of criterion (v) above, of two or more
children having the same birthday, children will be selected for admission on the
basis of a random selection process determined by the Board of Governors and
overseen by the Principal. Each application to be considered at this stage will be
allocated a random number electronically generated within “Microsoft Excel”; the
applications will then be ranked in numerical order, with higher numbers having
preference over lower numbers.

Full details on Admissions 
Criteria, including Special 

Consideration, can be accessed 
by clicking here.  

https://www.eani.org.uk/sites/default/files/2019-12/Carrickfergus%20Grammar%20School%202020-2021.pdf


STUDENT REFLECTIONS
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Jessica Smith - Head Girl

The past seven years at Carrickfergus Grammar 
School have taught me many valuable lessons, 
academically and otherwise. It is difficult to 
pinpoint a favourite memory out of the many I 
have, however the ski trip in 2016 stands out.  I 
am forever grateful for the endless opportunities 
the school has afforded me and I have loved 
every minute. 

Katie Sullivan - Deputy Head Girl

Throughout my time at Carrickfergus Grammar 
School, I have been granted so many 
opportunities because of the amazing staff who 
always believed in me. I will also remember 
singing in the Choir, in so many fantastic places 
such as Vienna. I have gained lifelong friendships 
and memories.

Jakob McComb - Head Boy

Carrickfergus Grammar has given me countless 
opportunities that I am so thankful for. Outside of the 
great teaching in the classroom, I have had the privilege to 
take part in work experience in a variety of sectors. 
However, my favourite memory would have to be going on 
rugby tour to Portugal in Year 12. I have made so many  
friends through rugby and I couldn’t have asked for a 
better experience away with them.

Matty Baxter - Deputy Head Boy

One of the things I will take away from the 7 years of being at 
Carrickfergus Grammar school is how selfless and helpful all of 
the teachers are, spending  a little extra time with you after class 
if necessary or at one of the many subject clinics held after 
school. This has made my time at school a much more enjoyable 
experience and I am very thankful for that. 
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Website: www.carrickfergusgrammar.com 

https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/
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