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Crown House Publishers in England 
has announced the publication of 
‘Making Every MFL Lesson Count’, 
written by Carrickfergus Grammar 
School Principal, Mr James Maxwell. 

The ‘Making Every Lesson Count’ 
series of books have sold hundreds of 
thousands of copies, and focus on the 
six principles of high-quality learning 
and teaching in the classroom. 

 

Mr Maxwell’s book is based specifically on the teaching of Modern Languages and how to ensure pupils 
learn most effectively. 

“At Carrickfergus Grammar School we base our developments firmly on established evidence-based 
research”, explained Mr Maxwell. “Indeed, our Learning and Teaching developments are based significantly 
on the findings in the original ‘Making Every Lesson Count’ book by Shaun Allison and Andy Tharby. 

“When the opportunity arose to tender for the Modern Languages version, I had to write and submit a 
sample chapter. The chapter I wrote was based on how to model excellent standard of work at GCSE level 
in the Modern Languages classroom. I heard in early July 2018 that I had won the tender to write the book, 
and I am delighted that it has now been published. I hope it will be a useful addition to the ongoing debate 
on high-quality learning and teaching in the classroom”. 

The news came as world-renowned educational author, Tom Sherrington announced that he will be visiting 
Carrickfergus Grammar in March 2020 to deliver staff training as the school continues to develop robust 
approaches to learning and teaching in the classroom. 

The book will be on sale across the UK, the Republic of Ireland, Australia and New Zealand and across the 
world on Amazon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

The instrumentalists of CGS 

warmly invite staff and pupils to 

the assembly hall over lunchtime 

on Wednesday 18th December to 

enjoy some Christmassy music. 

Mince pies and festive cheer will 

be in abundance.  

 



Duke of Edinburgh 

 

Congratulations to Megan Boyd, Leah 

Cambridge, Sarah Brown, Katie Magill, 

Mairead O'Mahony, Carly-Louise 

Keenan, Matthew Hart, Adam Smiley, 

Matthew Alexander, Cameron Long, 

Michael Brodison and Lewis Elmes 

(Year 13) who received their Silver Duke 

of Ed certificates and badges this month. 

 

 

There will be a Christmas Evening for all Year 8 students in school on Wednesday 

18th December 2019 -  7.00pm until 9.00pm.  Forms and payment can be made                                                                                           

through Parentmail or if you prefer to leave cash in a sealed envelope with your 

name at school reception. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Careers Events 

 

Date Event Year 
Group 

Time Location  Contact Teacher/ Further Information 

11th 
December 

Food & 
Drink 
Masterclass 

10     Mrs Ross/ Miss Elliott 

13th 
December 

Deadline for 
Deliotte 
Brightstarts 
Programme 

        

18th 
December 

Medicine at 
Queen’s 

13 9am-
4pm 

Medical 
Biology 
Centre, 
Queen’s 

Anyone interested from Year 13 must sign up 
with Mrs Buchanan asap. 

School Closure 

A reminder that School closes for Christmas 

break at 12.00pm on Friday 20th December. 

  

A payment facility for GCSE & AS resits is now 

available on Parentmail through Payments. There is 

the option to pay via PayPal, Credit/Debit Card or if 

you prefer by cash/cheque at the school office. 

      

Key Dates in January 

7th January Pupils return to school on a Week 2 

timetable. 

16th January Year 10 Parental Interviews (more 

information to follow) 

23rd January Open Evening – school closes at 12.40pm. 

Please note there will be no canteen 

facilities. 

24th January School closed  

28th January Year 12 Parental Interviews (more 

information to follow) 

https://www.parentmail.co.uk/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=&url=https://iris-education.co.uk/parent-payments-made-easy-with-paypal-and-parentmail/&psig=AOvVaw165kzAGC8BiaWP6h-BaD66&ust=1574241432176976

