
CARRICKFERGUS GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

ADMISSIONS CRITERIA 2021 

School Context: 

Carrickfergus Grammar School is a popular, thriving, ambitious and thoroughly 

aspirational Grammar School settled in the heart of the Carrickfergus area. The 

school has been over-subscribed for the past five years and more on all preferences, 

and for four of the past five years on first preference alone. The school anticipates 

significant interest from potential applicants this year. 

The school has a big vision for future development. This vision centres around the 

further development of the school’s academic profile, becoming a regional centre of 

excellence for learning and teaching, delivering robust fusion between the academic 

and pastoral strands of school life, ensuring the best care, advice and guidance for 

our students in line with the school’s strong reputation for pastoral care and the 

instigation of a £4 million pound renovation of the school estate.  

In the past year the school: 

 has recorded its strongest results at GCSE and A Level;

 has become the first school in Northern Ireland to appoint a Director of

Research, tasked with ensuring our teachers receive the best professional

development possible, which in turn will lead to the best classroom-based

experiences for our students. The appointee, Mr Mark Roberts, who also

teaches English at the school, is one of the leading thinkers and writers on

English education, a regular columnist for the Times Educational Supplement

and author of two best-selling books;

 has been recognised as a case study of excellence in educational literature in

relation to aspects of classroom-based practice;

 has worked with senior architects on initial plans for a £4 million pound

investment into school infrastructure, which will see the construction of some

state-of-the-art facilities at the school, including in sport;

 has become the first Grammar School in Northern Ireland to go into

partnership with the UK’s Teacher Development Trust;

 has invited some of the best educational thinkers to Carrickfergus, including

Tom Sherrington and Kate Jones;

 has developed its positive reinforcement policy further to acknowledge and

credit the outstanding values and behaviours demonstrated by our student

cohort.

You can find out more about the school at www.carrickfergusgrammar.com . 

http://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/


Admissions Context: 

Carrickfergus Grammar School acknowledges the significant anxieties caused by the 

initial postponement and then cancellation of AQE CEA tests. School empathises 

with all stakeholders affected by this, not least our P7 children, parents and primary 

school partners.  

As a result of the aforementioned cancellation, the Governors of Carrickfergus 

Grammar School were obliged to consider contingency criteria.  

This task has been carried out in a solution-focused and child-centred manner, 

whilst acknowledging that admissions criteria, by their very nature, cannot sadly 

work in everyone’s favour, no matter how much a school may want them to. 

The governing body of Carrickfergus Grammar School has decided not to use 

academic criteria as part of its admissions criteria this year. Whilst we have been 

disappointed for P7 pupils who have not had the opportunity to demonstrate their 

knowledge and skills through sitting the AQE CEA assessment, we also 

acknowledge that using academic criteria in the aftermath of the cancellation of the 

tests may have the inadvertent impact of introducing further potential unfairness 

into the system.  

It will be the firm commitment of this school to return to academic selection next 

year, and the school remains a committed advocate of academic selection and the 

reliability and validity of AQE CEA assessments.  

For this year only, therefore, school will employ the unique contingency criteria 

outlined in the admissions document.  

In developing the non-academic criteria for this year, the governing body has kept at 

the forefront of its thinking the following: 

 the fact that some applications will have a current connection with the school;

 the desire to acknowledge that, historically, the school’s intake comprises of

many eldest children;

 the willingness to recognise the school’s historical community links,

particularly with contributory primary schools;

 the willingness to reflect the wording of previous criteria.

As regards the latter bullet, governors paid particular attention to non-academic 

criteria which would have been used in previous years if ten children were vying for 

the last available space in the school.  



Conclusion 

Please do not hesitate to contact school at any stage on 028 93363615 if you would 

like to know more.  

The school will use rigorous benchmarking which is undertaken as a matter of 

course with children who gain admission to the school upon point of entry in 
order to determine the class a child goes into.  




