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The instrumentalists of CGS 

warmly invited staff and 

pupils to the assembly hall 

over lunchtime on 

Wednesday 18th December to 

enjoy some Christmassy 

music. Mince pies and festive 

cheer were in abundance.  

 

School Closure 

A reminder that School 

closes for Christmas 

break at 12.00pm on 

Friday 20th December. 

 

Your Choice Programme 

The Northern Ireland Fire and 

Rescue Service delivered the 

‘Your Choice’ programme to 

Year 13 pupils on Monday 9th 

December.  

This involved a short Virtual 

Reality exercise, where pupils 

experience the reality of a road 

traffic accident, followed by a 

talk on safe driving.  This 

programme was thoroughly 

enjoyed by all who attended. 

 

Key Dates in January  

7th January Pupils return to school on a Week 2 timetable. 

16th January Year 10 Parental Interviews. 

23rd January Open evening – School closes at 12.40pm.  Please note there will be no canteen 

facilities. 

24th January School closed. 

28th January Year 12 Parental Interviews. 

Scripture Union 

The annual Scripture Union 

Weekend in Castlewellan 

Castle runs this year from 

7th to 9th of February. If any 

pupil would like to attend 

then please respond to the 

Parentmail or get a 

permission and information 

form from Mr Marshall. 

 

The Carrickfergus 

Foodbank provides an 

amazing and essential 

service to local families 

who are referred through 

other agencies.  

Christmas is a frantic 

time of year but if 

anyone is able to help 

and support those less 

fortunate this Christmas 

it would be much 

appreciated. If all 

donations could be in for 

delivery to the foodbank 

on Thursday 19th 

December.  Thanks 

again. 

 



Carrickfergus Grammar School Choir 

Over the Advent weekend, our Senior 

Choir set off for Limerick to take part in 

RTÉ Lyric FM Choirs for 

Christmas concert.  After an epic five-

hour coach journey and a few Christmas 

movies we arrived at our lovely hotel 

where we had a delicious dinner and not 

long after headed off to bed, preparing for 

the busy day ahead of us.  Bright and 

early on Sunday morning, after an 

amazing breakfast and over-energetic 

rehearsal for a weekend morning, we hopped back on the coach for a rather shorter journey to the University Concert 

Hall.  Here the rehearsals and sound checks continued throughout the day – some on our own, some with other choirs 

and some with the fantastic Irish Chamber Orchestra directed by Des Earley.  As part of the concert we performed Love 

Came Down At Christmas arranged by Ronnie Lee, Sir Christèmas by William Mathias and the ever-popular Jingle Bells 

arranged by David Willcocks.  It was also a privilege to listen to the other brilliant choirs which ranged from a primary 

school to professional adult choirs and small vocal groups.  Thankfully the audience enjoyed our performances and 

during the interval we were given a new piece of music to sing … in the second half! So a quick rehearsal with another 

choir and we ready to go – phew!  Concert done, we still had a few hours ahead of us as we travelled back to East 

Antrim by 1am. It was a great weekend and everyone really stepped up to the occasion. Thank you to Miss Stewart who 

gave up her weekend to come along and Mrs Craig who organised a lot of the logistics of the trip.  You can tune in to 

hear the concert at 1pm on Christmas Day – what better way to enjoy your Christmas Dinner!? 

 

Year 13 English Literature students visit Stranmillis 

The Year 13 English Literature class 

had the opportunity to attend 

“Frankenstein” lectures at Stranmillis 

University College on Tuesday 26th 

November. This was a great day out 

giving our pupils the opportunity to 

see a local university campus and to 

experience the style of teaching and 

learning they would experience at 

university level. 

“Overall the lectures that we attended provided us with an enhanced understanding of the novel 

“Frankenstein”, for example the contextual knowledge regarding the author Mary Shelley and her life and 

the ways in which we as students could link this context into our essays. The lecturers also conferred to us 

explanations and examples of the many literary techniques utilised within “Frankenstein”” – Adam Welsh 

“I thoroughly enjoyed the lectures in Stranmillis as each lecturer covered a wide variety of topics. They 

covered areas like Shelley’s use of narrative style within the novel, the dehumanising forces of nature and 

the themes of conquest and subjugation within the text. The lecturers reinforced the literary allusions we 

have learnt about in class also. These lectures were very beneficial and useful for our course.” – Alice 

Picking   



Carol Service 

On Friday afternoon a few members of the choir visited with the residents of a 

local nursing home and sang some Christmas music with them.  We really 

appreciate these students taking the time after school to share with others. 

One relative took time to write to the school afterwards: 

“When visiting my mother at Carrickfergus Manor … I came across a performance 

of Christmas Carols by pupils from your school. The choir sang fantastically well, 

but also with genuine warmth. As a former pupil I have never been so proud of my 

old school.  Mum's dementia first became apparent in 2010 … but Carrickfergus 

Manor and its staff have proved a real God send … the real message of Christmas 

(as expressed by one of your pupils) is the hope that has been offered to all mankind for both this life and the 

one that is to come. For folks who are approaching the last of their days in this life, it was a most wonderful 

thing for them to be reminded of that great hope in the words of the Carols that were so ably sung.” 

Music has a power beyond all other and 

especially for those living with dementia 

– often it is only Music that isn’t stolen 

from those who live with this terrible 

condition so it is essential that they are 

surrounded with music and we are glad 

that our pupils took a moment to do 

this.  We encourage anyone, with any 

musical talents or interests to visit those 

in need not just at this Christmas 

season, but throughout the year and 

share the talent you have been blessed 

with. 

 

 

Remember it’s Christmas Jumper day this 

Friday. 

 


