
Issue 76                                                                                                                                               Tuesday 12th November 2019 
 
             

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                                     

                                                             
                                                                       

Year 10 GCSE subject 
choice Information 
Evening on Monday 2 
December at 7pm in 
Assembly Hall. 
Essential attendance 
by pupils and parents. 
‘Free choice’ GCSE 
option forms will be 
given out. 

 

CGS are in need of a 

wheel chair…would 

anyone have one 

that they no longer 

use and are willing to 

donate it to the 

school?  If so, could 

you please contact 

the school office.  

Thanks in advance. 
 

 
 
We are excited to confirm that Carrickfergus Grammar School’s English 
Department will continue to use a website called IXL with Year 8 pupils for 
the remainder of the teaching year. Carrickfergus Grammar School values 
‘self-quizzing’, notably the art of retrieving information and knowledge from 
memory and we believe that IXL will improve our pupils’ spelling, punctuation 
and grammar - if used appropriately. Much evidence in the realm of cognitive 
science indicates strongly that the more our children undertake so-called 
retrieval practice, the better they are likely to achieve in academic studies.  
 
IXL is a comprehensive learning programme offering unlimited English 
practice across thousands of skills—all of which are aligned to GCSE 
specifications. One of the best things about IXL is that your child can access 
it from home via the IXL website or downloaded app, so you have a chance 
to see your child's progress.  
 
IXL is designed to help your child learn at his or her own pace. The 
programme is adaptive and will adjust based on your child's demonstrated 
understanding of the material. All of your child's results will be saved, so you 
can monitor his or her progress anytime by clicking on ‘Analytics’. We hope 
you will encourage your son or daughter to use IXL regularly. Merits will be 
awarded for regular practice, high scores, most improved, most questions 
answered etc.  

 
HAPPY QUIZZING! 

 
 

Thank you to Michael 
Brodison (Year 13) 
and Jay Cully (Year 

11) for playing to 
indicate the 

beginning and end of 
the two minutes’ 

silence at our 
Remembrance 
Assembly on 

Monday. 

 



 
 

 
     

 
 
 
  

 

CAREERS EVENTS 

 

Date Event 
Year 

Group 
Time Location  

Contact Teacher/ 

Further informati0n 

13th 

November 

Queen’s: 

Pharmacy Parents' 

Evening 

  7-9pm Queen’s 

 

19th 

November 

Midwifery Careers 

Day 
14 All day 

Ulster 

Hospital 

 

Mrs Buchanan 

19th & 

20th 

November 

Chemistry at Work 

Exhibition 

11 & 

12 
6-9pm Queen’s 

 

http://go.qub.ac.uk/chemistryatwork 

21st 

November 

Queen’s: 

Parents/Guardians' 

Information 

Evening: Arts, 

Humanities and 

Social Sciences 

13 
7-

9.30pm 

Whitla 

Hall, 

Queen’s 

 

                                                                                                                                            

PSNI Visit 
Members of the PSNI 
community branch will be 
speaking to Years 8 – 10 on 
Wednesday about the potential 
consequences of bullying 
behaviour, looking particularly 
at online bullying.  

 

Stop, Speak, Support 
During Registration on 
Thursday Years 8 - 10 will 
be talking about the Stop, 
Speak, Support method of 
dealing with cyber-bullying.  

 

Northern Ireland Anti-Bullying Young 
People’s Forum 
Congratulations to William Gordon and Josh 
Dimbleby from Year 13 who have been 
selected as part of a group of 100 pupils from 
around the country to take part in an event in 
the Assembly Chamber at Stormont to 
consider a range of issues related to bullying. 
Supported by MLAs from across the political 
spectrum, they will work in Committees, 
hearing from experts on key bullying issues 
about work being undertaken to address 
these concerns.   Well done, boys! 

 

Whether it is verbal, physical, online or in-person, 
bullying has a significant impact on a child’s life 
well in to adulthood. By making small, simple 
changes, we can break this cycle and create a safe 
environment for everyone. During Anti-Bullying 
Week we want to encourage pupils to challenge 
bullying behaviour by not getting involved in 
unpleasant group chats or targeted ‘banter’, to 
distance themselves from this type of behaviour 
and to take a stand. We also want to encourage 
pupils to look out for each other and to speak to 
staff if they are concerned about a friend. In 
Carrickfergus Grammar we do not tolerate 
bullying behaviour or unacceptable behaviour 
towards other pupils, or towards staff, and we fully 
support the Anti-Bullying message of 'Change 
Starts With Us'. 

 

Year 14 UCAS 
applications 

will be 
processed 
over the 

coming weeks. 
If you are in 
any doubt 

regarding the 
courses you 
have entered 

on your 
application, 

then you must 
see Mr Martin 

this week 
before any of 
the forms are 

sent off. 

 

http://go.qub.ac.uk/chemistryatwork

